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OUTBACK 
MYSTERIES 

The Vanishings and Out of the Blue by 
Michael Panckridge 

 
Unit plan by T. Shaw 
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The Vanishings 
By Michael Panckridge 
Francesca’s sister Carli goes missing and life is turned upside 
down. Francesca is sent to stay with her neighbours at the Kelly 
Station while her parents search for their lost daughter. When 
Francesca becomes involved in her own dangerous search for 
Carli she becomes caught up in a ghostly world that threatens 
her very existence. 
About the author 

Michael Panckridge is the author of the acclaimed Legends and 
Anniversary Legends series. These series are a culmination of 
many years of dedicated sports mania combined with an 
enthusiastic exploration of what boys and girls really want to 
read. 

Michael Panckridge enjoys talking to children, parents and teachers about reading 
and writing  and especially enthusing boys about reading. 

Michael is a teacher at Geelong College and has been working there for many years. 
He is mad-keen on sport. He has played cricket, football, soccer, tennis, hockey and 
golf. He also collects sporting things. He has a massive collection of football cards 
and lots of cricket books too. 

 http://www.michaelpanckridge.com.au/ 

Black Dog Books: 
http://www.bdb.com.au/teachers/index.php?resourcetype=allteachersnotes 

 

Blurb and review 
 
Her father was standing stiffly at the window and her mother was packing a small 
suitcase. Fran’s heart raced as her mind crashed through the possibilities of news. 
‘Is it…’ Fran chewed at her thumb nail.  
‘The police received a phone call from Langford,’ said her father.  
‘Langford. Langford? But that’s nowhere near home…our old home,’ said Fran.  
‘We just assumed she would go back there. In fact it’s 500 kays in the opposite 

http://www.michaelpanckridge.com.au/
http://www.bdb.com.au/teachers/index.php?resourcetype=allteachersnotes
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direction. Which makes me think…’ Her father sat down heavily on a footstool.  
‘So, is it Carli? Is she coming home?’  

Twins Fran and Carli and their parents have moved to a town so small, the train no 
longer stops there. Neither girl is thrilled about the move, but Carli at least seems to 
settle down when she meets local girl, Mel. Mel disappears and two days later, so 
does Carli. They are not the only disappearances. Over the preceding year several 
others have also vanished. Fran’s parents leave Fran home in the care of her aunt, 
while they investigate a possible sighting of Carli. Fran discovers there is something 
strange about the old station. An old man, Bill, warns her to stay away but she is 
determined to find her sister. She struggles to understand what is real, what ‘other’ 
is and how it connects to the disappearance of Carli and the others.  

Fran’s last words to her sister were ‘get a life’ and it seems that Carli has done just 
that. Fran’s very normal life moves into the realm of ghostly apparitions and a 
mystery train that roars through the station at night time. The Vanishings is like the 
train that features in the story. It leaves the station and accelerates until the action is 
so fast it’s almost a blur. It’s a wild ride. Adults are removed from the scene – her 
parents by their search for Carli, and her aunt by alcohol and indifference – and Fran 
is on her own, with only her dog, Sherpa, for company. Twin telepathy works 
differently here, seemingly allowing Fran to travel where she shouldn’t logically be 
able to, rather than being able to ‘communicate’ directly to her twin as is often the 
case. There is no clear indication of the age of the twins, but they seem to be on the 
brink of teenage.  

 Recommended for upper primary readers.  

From: http://www.aussiereviews.com/article2562.html 

Activities 
Remember (Locating / retrieving knowledge) 

 What pets are mentioned in the story and what impact / influence do they 
have? 

 In your sketch pad and using a variety of art material draw what you regard 
as the pivotal episode from the story or use one of our drawing books to 
draw an old fashioned steam train. 

 Write a top 10 facts about Australian deserts. 

 Complete a wordsearch / crossword based on the story. 

 Make an illustrated timeline of events from the story. 

 Create a family tree for Fran and includ a thumbnail sketch of a character 
including both appearance and character. 

 List 5 new words you’ve learnt from the story with definition and illustration 
if appropriate. 

http://www.aussiereviews.com/article2562.html
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Understand (Paraphrasing, categorising, extrapolating) 
 Retell an episode in the story in your own words. (‘Fran’s dream from page 

4.) 

 Write a set of true or false questions about the story as part of a class quiz. 

 Fran comments that Aunt Mary is odd. What things do you find odd about 
her? Would you feel safe in her care? 

 Make a cartoon strip of the final confrontation at the building site.  

 Make an illustrated bookmark based on one of the characters from the story. 

 What emotions was Fran feeling at pivotal points in the story  

 Ask children to determine what was the most important event or personal 
attribute that helped Fran to solve the mystery.  

 Complete an ‘events and reaction’ chart. 

 Did any character from the story do something you didn’t like? What was it? 
What would you have done instead? 

 Create a diorama of the old railway building or a ‘haunted’ train carriage.. 

 Draw your favourite scene from the story. In a thought cloud record all the 
thoughts and emotions that were probably going through character’s minds. 

 

Apply (Applying knowledge) 
 Create a story map for The Vanishings including relevant information about 

events. 

 Create a ‘pop up’ book, diorama or mural for an episode of the book. (a shoe 
box diorama of a railway carriage) 

 Create a missing persons poster for Carli. Or a wanted poster for the 
Guardian. 

 Write a persuasive letter as Fran asking for help from the public to find Carli. 

 List problems in the book and how they are resolved.(Note: Not all resolution 
are fair or amicable.) 

 Draw a comic showing Sherpa coming back to life.(Chapter 16) 

 Make a travel brochure for Batesford. What are its attractions?  

 Relate a personal experience similar to an event in the story. (Have you had 
to settle in somewhere new?) 

 Write a diary as if you were a character from the book. Describe feelings and 
emotions as much as events and encounters.  

 Design a poster for the library to illustrate a film version of the book.  

 Write a postcard as if you were Carli to a friend telling them about her life in 
rural Victoria. 
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 After reading chapter 17 explain what is happening to Fran, according to the 
Guardian in the form of a note left by Fran for her parents to find (in case she 
doesn’t make it back) 

 

Analyse (Distinguishing relevant from irrelevant, determining points of 
view and how elements fit and function within a structure) 

 Prepare a fact file or oral report on why teenagers might run away. Locate 
some real help groups and put this information into a brochure or poster. 

 Write a ‘How to ’ using the  

 Write 5 questions you would ask the author. 

 Make a list of conflict situations from the story. Were they resolved? If so, 
how? If not, why not? 

 Create a ‘Y Chart’ of an event from the story. 

 Create a Venn diagram comparing Fran alive and dead.. 

 List 5 ways that Fran is like you. 

 Create an alternative ending to the story? What would you change and why? 

 What was the turning point of the story? Why did you think that? Did others 
in the class think that as well? Paint a picture of the critical scene or incident. 

 Explain an event only implied in the book. (How Carli disappeared ) 

 Children create a school report card for Carli or Fran. 

 Write a biography of Fran or Carli in the form of a newspaper obituary. 

 Identify the main plot of the story and at lease 2 sub-plots. 

 

Evaluating (Checking and critiquing) 

 Create a list of the top 10 children’s mystery novels. 

 Create an excitement graph for the story. 

 There are no illustrations in The Vanishings. What part of the story would 
benefit from illustrations? What would be the best style for the illustrations? 
Illustrate your chosen scene in the style that best suits the story. 

 Create an alternative book cover with a rank or rating as part of the blurb  

 If the book was being made into a movie what changes would you make? 

 Discuss some of the ways the author has used description to create suspense 
in the last chapters. 

 Write 5 alternative story chapter titles from those in the book. 

 Pretend you are a librarian or book reviewer. How would you recommend the 
book to a friend? 



6 | P a g e  
 

 Is the title a good one or a poor one? Create a new one for an alternative 
book cover.  

 What character would you be a friend with and why? 

 Write a letter to the author suggesting some changes to the book. 

 What makes a good brother or sister? Create a ‘How to be a good sibling’ 
brochure (it can be funny or serious) 

 

Create (generating, planning and producing) 

 Write an alternate ending for the story 

 Create a crossword based on the story using Puzzlemaker. 

 Create a fun-flap about the story or about railways, ghosts or deserts 

 Make a board game about the story. 

 Choose a poetry style and write a poem about the book. (Haiku? 
http://haiku.cc.ehime-u.ac.jp/~shiki/Start-Writing.html ) 

 Create a voodoo doll (page 76) Investigate voodoo for a mini-project. 

 Create a poster promoting train travel (Refer to the internet for examples) 
 
 

http://haiku.cc.ehime-u.ac.jp/~shiki/Start-Writing.html
https://lh3.googleusercontent.com/-yneY8tZhk7M/Vqm1e5vVD9I/AAAAAAAAKXM/rGsTyAE2hyw/s640/blogger-image-1959621783.jpg
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The Vanishings   Timeline   

Fran sees Carli in a mysterious 
passenger train speeding through 
the night (p.32) 
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The Vanishings       Poster 

Complete the map of the building site 
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The Vanishings   (Chapter 1-10)      
 
 CAUSE                                                                                REACTION 
                                                           
 
 
 
 
                                                                                 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Fran woke up 
from her 
nightmare 
(page 14-16) 
 

 

The entire floor 
was covered by a 
model train set 
(page 38-39 

Fran and Aunt Mary 
visit the old station. 
Fran sees figures 
(page 44-45) 

Fran cut away the 
tiny ties that 
strapped down the 
figure (page 52-53) 

Fran meets Sefton 
staring at the train 
set 
(page 61-62) 
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The Vanishings Comic 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

HOOT 

CARTOON 

THE 

Groundbreaking 

Ceremony 
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Island of the Blue Dolphins  

(Slide Show) 

 

 

 

 

Story about missing children or story about crossing crash 

 

BATESFORD TIMES 
 

$1.00                                         10
th

 April 2009 
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The Vanishings  

Read these quotes from the story (Chapters 1-5) and attribute them to 
the right character. Choose from these characters- Mother, Fran, Aunt 
Mary, Train driver, old man, woman  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

HOOT 

 

 

 

 

She hated this place. So do I. 
We should never of come 
here. (page 5) 

What are you going to do 
today love? Do you want to 
come with me to town? 
(page 21) 

It’s dangerous here. The floorboards are 
old and splintered. The plaster’s hanging 
off in places. You could easily come a 
cropper here and no one would know. 
(page 25) 

Look at you. Just look how 
much you’ve grown. And you 
look just like your........ 
(page 9) 

Oh my God, what have I 
done..... (Page 13) 

The conductor at the local train 
station thought he recognised 
Carli from the vanishings article 
in last weekend’s newspaper 
(page 3) 

Sherpa hey? Then he’d make 
a good travelling companion. 
Well things to do. 
(page 23) 

Excuse me you’ve got to do 
something, that train that went by . 
My sister was on it. Can you hear 
me? Which one will stop the train? 
(page 29) 

Who sent you? You’re not from the 
Shadow lands! 
(page 30-31) 
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The Vanishings 

Most books have a main plot and a few sub-plots. The sub-
plots are the little story lines that go on in the background of 
the main story. As we read the book pick out the main plot 
and at least 2 sub-plots. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MAIN PLOT 

SUB PLOT SUB PLOT 
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The Vanishings (Train travel poster) 
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The Vanishings 

Venn Diagram 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Fran alive 

Fran dead 
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The Vanishings ‘Y’ Chart 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

What would you feel? 

What would you hear? 

What would 
you see? 
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The Vanishings 

Alternative Book cover 
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 The Vanishings 

  
Postcard 
Write a postcard by Carli from the Land of Shadows pleading for Fran to help her. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 
Old blue-stone railway station in rural Victoria. 
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The Vanishings 

Create a wanted poster for the Conductor (There is a detailed description of him on 
page 84-85) As well as a description also include information about what he said in 
chapter 14 and a suggestion for how he got to be in the ‘Land of Shadows’. (Check on 
the Internet to see what an old fashioned conductor’s uniform might have looked 
like.) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Vanishings 
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The Vanishings Reading Comprehension extract (page 154-155) 
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Reading Comprehension questions 

 Remember (Locating / retrieving knowledge) 
1. Where were Fran and Bill Hughes? 

2. Could Bill Hughes see Fran at first? 

3. Who did Fran think was the Guardian? 

 Understand (Paraphrasing, categorising, extrapolating) 
1. Draw the scene on the platform as Fran talks to Mr. Hughes. 

(Make her look ghostly) 

2. Use 3 describing words to describe how Fran looks to Mr. 
Hughes and how Mr. Hughes appears to Fran. 

3. Why does Fran need help from Mr. Hughes? 

4. What clue tells you that Mr. Hughes has crossed over to 
where Fran is? 

 
 Apply (Applying knowledge) 

1. Write Mr Hughes’ reaction to Fran’s explanation at the end 
of the extract. 

2. What will Mr. Hughes’ reaction be when he discovers that 
he is in the Land of Shadows? 

https://lh3.googleusercontent.com/-Ja54VZsIvTw/VqNJ7lPRifI/AAAAAAAAKRE/Qcw5uNzJF_4/s640/blogger-image-1813954672.jpg
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 Analyse (Distinguishing relevant from irrelevant, determining 
points of view and how elements fit and function within a 
structure) 

 
1.What do you think will convince Mr. Hughes that Fran is 
telling the truth? How would you convince him? 

 

 Evaluating (Checking and critiquing) 

1. What makes the Land of Shadows such an awful place? 
Write a warning sign about it to be displayed at the old railway 
station. 

 Create (generating, planning and producing) 

1. Create a wanted poster for Ron Kelly (The Guardian)  or a 
missing persons  poster for Carli.o the internet for examples 

 

https://lh3.googleusercontent.com/-a-bnTXl4tX8/VqB_gQdJCdI/AAAAAAAAKO4/BVnLZKttlRM/s640/blogger-image--1511215174.jpg
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The Vanishings 

M S E H G U H G P M O D E L B  

S Q H V F H U L B L X V Q F R  

E X R E N A A O H B H V G B V  

I P D A R T E Q J S C A O Z G  

D Z R D F P T T P W G B G M N  

O F I O A P A X T Y E K N W I  

B A R W C F A X L K W I I L S  

N M U J D N A L W O D A H S S  

M I I C A X E B C X U C S I O  

I F L W J K E U C N A M I K R  

S X Y R N S E F T O N A N C C  

S F C O A P S M N V N I A R T  

I N R Q X C A W J M G D V V O  

N A D Z X R D E T N U A H Z L  

G R E H Y S T A T I O N L I L  

 
AUNT MARY 
BODIES 
CARLI 
CROSSING 
FRAN 
GUARDIAN 
HAUNTED 
HUGHES 
MISSING 
MODEL 
PLATFORM 
RON KELLY 
SEFTON 
SHADOWLAND 
SHERPA 
STATION 
TRAIN 
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The Vanishings (Create a comic for the events that occurred on pages 130-131. 

Use the words the Guardian and Fran used in the text in your speech bubbles) 
Make it colorful and exciting 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Vanishings 

 

 

 

By: …………… 
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The Vanishings 

Read page 34 and create a Venn diagram comparing the twins Carli and 
Fran 
 

 
Plan of St Kilda Railway Station from the early 1800s 
 
Read pages 36-38 and draw a plan of the ‘abandoned’ railway station. 
Also sketch a picture of it in your sketch book. Use water colours to 
complete it. 
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The Vanishings                                                                  Crossword 

                                            

 

 
 

https://lh3.googleusercontent.com/-WtChku30a6c/V1f5FG8PJCI/AAAAAAAAMcI/P46rSZ-ZDLU/s640/blogger-image--1485815632.jpg
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Across 

2. She is looking for her twin sister. 
4. Fran is looking for her twin sister ........................ 
5. The 'Haunted' ride endlessly on this. 
6. Carli has gone ..................... and Fran is searching for 
her. 
7. He told Fran she was already dead. 
9. The story is set in this town. 
Down 
1. In the story a car is hit by a train on a railway 
............................... 
3. She is Fran's aunt. 
4. He had a huge welt across his face. 
6. Fran found a ....... train set in the basement. 
8. The book is called The .............................. 
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The Vanishings 

 
Writing Ideas 

 
 The loft is Fran’s secret place. Write a postcard/email 

describing a place that is important to you. 

 After reading chapter 10 predict about who the guardian’s 
might be. 

 The importance of the toy track is revealed in this 
chapter. What is it? 

 ‘Maybe you’re not alive or dead yet,’ Sefton comments 
about Fran. Can people be alive but live as though they 
are dead? 

 In what ways is Fran dead? In what ways does she prove 
herself to be very much alive? 

 Fran decides it is important to confront her fears and deal 
with a situation in this chapter. Write a letter/postcard 
describing a time when you have confronted your fears. 

 The train is described in great detail. Draw a picture to 
show what it looks like. 

 In what ways were Carli and Fran not happy with their 
‘real’ world before Carli vanished? Write a diary entry as 
one of the girls describing their feelings. 

 Write a ghost story about the Haunted children on the 
train or life in the Land of the Shadows. 

  Write a journal entry describing what it might be like 
living in the Land of Shadows. 
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By the same author 

Out of the Blue 

 
Were the lights from UFOs? 

By Michael Panckridge and Pam Harvey 
Sean Williams woke with a start. He sat up quickly and looked around his dark 
bedroom. There was nothing. The house was quiet. His clock read 1.35am. It was too 
early for the garbage men or a milk truck or any sort of delivery van, so what had 
woken him up?  

Sean slid out of his bed and padded over to his window, pushing the curtain aside so 
he could see out. Suddenly, he saw what had made him wake up like that. The sky 
was lit with flashes as if a whole heap of meteors were cascading to Earth. The bright 
light must have come through a crack in the curtains and hit him in the face. As Sean 
watched, half a dozen more flashes shot through the dark and disappeared. The sky 
returned to normal.  
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About this book 

Teasdale is not the sort of place where unusual things happen very often, so there is 
some excitement when bright lights are sighted in the night sky. The resident 
eccentric, who claims a previous alien abduction experience, is quite excited. But for 
Sean, his sister and her friends, it is the beginning of a mystery. Each of the 
characters investigates in a slightly different way, but each piece contributes to 
solving the puzzle. At the same time there are other puzzles. What’s up with Gabby? 
Why is she so grumpy? What is the strange object Sean found, and why are the 
UFOSITE people acting so suspiciously. And then there’s the abandoned shooting 
range. These holidays are going to be like no other.  

Sean is younger brother to Hannah but is also friends with her friends, Gabby, Angus 
and ED. They have the kind of freedom to explore that is remembered by many 
adults but often not available to children of today. This freedom allows them to 
explore and investigate while still retaining the security of their individual families.  

Michael Panckridge and Pam Harvey keep the families in the background, but ensure 
that it is clear that the children operate from a safe base. All treat the local eccentric, 
Byron Watts, with respect, despite some doubts regarding his claims. Sean is the 
nominal main character, but there are plenty of insights from the other characters. 
Teasdale, the setting is a small inland town in the bush  

From: http://www.aussiereviews.com/article2842.html 

Black Dog Books: 
http://www.bdb.com.au/teachers/index.php?resourcetype=allteachersnotes 

 

http://www.aussiereviews.com/article2842.html
http://www.bdb.com.au/teachers/index.php?resourcetype=allteachersnotes
https://lh3.googleusercontent.com/-qQ8WP1sMOEU/VpOLO62tH0I/AAAAAAAAKGU/3X7eImX6qU0/s640/blogger-image-1550482614.jpg
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Out of the Blue 
Activities 
Remember (Locating / retrieving knowledge) 

 Make a time line of events from the story 

 What animals are mentioned in the story and what impact / influence do 

they have? 

 In your sketch pad and using a variety of art material draw what you regard 

as the pivotal episode from the story or use one of our drawing books to 

draw an alien. 

 Write a top 10 facts about UFOs. 

 Complete a wordsearch / crossword based on the story. 

Understand (Paraphrasing, categorising, extrapolating) 
 Retell an episode in the story in your own words. (The encounter with Judy 

and Rod at the caravan in the bush?) 

 Write a set of true or false questions about the story as part of a class quiz. 

 Create pen portraits of all the interesting characters from the story 

 On page 25 a character says that his wife will have his’guts for garters’ What 

does that mean. Research Australian colloquialisms. Find one you like and 

illustrate it and explain its meaning on a poster. 

Apply (Applying knowledge) 
 Create a story map for Teasedale and include school, homes, rifle range, milk 

bar, children’s homes, Byron’s messy house, nearby bushland and other 

relevant locations. 

 Create a ‘pop up’ book, diorama or mural for an episode of the book. (The 

strange lights as seen from Sean’s bedroom in chapter 1 or the caravan E.D. 

stumbled upon in the bush) 

 Create an ‘Information required’ poster about the strange lights posted 

around town by Byron Watts. 

 Write a persuasive letter from gabby to Hannah explaining your behaviour 

and asking for a return to normal behaviour (friendship) between the 2 of 

you. 
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 List problems in the book and how they are resolved. (Note: Not all resolution 

are fair or amicable.) 

 Draw a comic showing a scene from the story. (Consider an implied scene) 

Draw what Byron looks like when he disguises himself with alien makeup. 

Analyse (Distinguishing relevant from irrelevant, determining points of 
view and how elements fit and function within a structure) 

 Prepare a fact file or oral report on UFOs, alien abductions, crop circles, Hong 

Kong or on bushfires and forest rejuvenations. 

 Write a ‘Recognising Aliens’ brochure. 

 Write 5 questions you would ask the author about his book. 

 After you’ve read up to page 19 write what you think Gabby’s secret is. Check 

back at your prediction once you find out. 

Evaluating (Checking and critiquing) 

 Create a list of the top 10 science fiction novels. 

 Create an alternative book cover with a rank or rating as part of the blurb  

 If the book was being made into a movie what changes would you make? 

Create (generating, planning and producing) 

 Write an alternate ending for the story 

 Create a crossword using Puzzlemaker.  http://www.puzzlemaker.com 

 Create your own newspaper story about the mystery lights 

 Write a science fiction story about a boy/girl who sees a UFO land but nobody 

believes them. 

 Watch an old science fiction movie from the 50s (such as When Worlds 

Collide) and write a critical review. 

 Design a business card for UFOSITE or a change of address card for Gabby or 

Ling 

 
 

 

http://www.puzzlemaker.com/
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Out of the Blue                                    Timeline   

Sean saw flashing lights in the 
night sky (page 1) 
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Out of the Blue (Top 10 Science fictions books and DVDs) 

 

Complete the map of the building site 
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Out of the Blue  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

INFORMATION REQUIRED 
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Out of the Blue  
Alternative bookcover 
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Out of the Blue  

Most books have a main plot and a few sub-plots. The sub-plots are 
the little story lines that go on in the background of the main story. 
As we read the book pick out the main plot and at least 2 sub-plots. 
(One has been done for you)  

 

 

 

 

 

 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MAIN PLOT 

SUB PLOT 
Gabby has to move away to 
Melbourne leaving all her old 
friends behind. She doesn’t know 
how to tell her best friend 
Hannah and it causes them to 
fight 

SUB PLOT 



39 | P a g e  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

TEASDALE   TIMES 
October 21st 2009                                                                 $1.00 
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Out of The Blue                                                                                          Story Map  
(Enlarge to A3 and add captions and illustrations to locations where interesting things happened. 
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WRITING IDEAS and CREATIVE RESPONSES FOR  
OUT OF THE BLUE 

 
Remembering (How well do you recall what you’ve read 
or listened too?) 
 Prepare a thumbnail sketch of characters including both appearance and 
character. Description- Detailing characteristic features 

 
Understanding (How well do you understand what you 
read and listened too in the story?) 
 Make a cartoon strip of your favourite scene from the book  Recount-
tells what happened 

 Design a copy of the flyer put up by the scientists from UFOSITE asking 
for information about the strange lights (page 19) Explanation- makes 
clear how or why things are as they are. 

 Ask children to determine what was the most important event or 
personal attribute that Sean uses to get to the bottom of the UFO 
mystery. Discussion- presents information and opinions about more than 
one side of an issue. 

Application (Using strategies, concepts, principles and 
theories in new situations.) 

 Design a map of Teasedale and Label interesting locales from the story. 
Description- Detailing characteristic features 

 Relate a personal experience in a journal or digital portfolio similar to an 
event in the story. (keeping a secret, having information and nobody 
wants to know about it, having to move away from friends) Response- a 
review or personal response 

 Write a diary as if you were a character from the book. Describe feelings 
and emotions as much as events and encounters. (As Sean or Gabby) 
Narrative- tells a story. 

 Write a newspaper story about the discovery of the mystery lights. 
Recount- tells what happened 

Analysis (Breaking information down into its component 
parts) 
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 Create a Venn diagram comparing the book to a similar story  

 What would a typical day for Byron Watts be like? (or E.D. while he’s 
doing his environmental work)Create a list of jobs for them to do and 
provide details about each task. Procedure- tells how to do something 

 Use a graphic organizer of your design to compare 2 characters from 
the book. Description- details characteristics and features 

Evaluation (Judging) 

 Write a list of 5 rules for keeping a secret. Evaluate if they are good rules 
and why they are necessary rules. Discussion- information and opinions. 

 Pretend you are a librarian or book reviewer. How would you 
recommend the book to a friend? Discussion- presents information and 
opinions about more than one side of an issue. 

 Write a letter to Michael Panckridge suggesting some changes to the 
book or telling her about your preference for the book or the film. 
Discussion- presents information and opinions about more than one side of 
an issue.(Note: Max Jones is dead) 

Creating (Engaging in original thought) 

 Change the ending of the story. Narrative- tells a story 

 Design a new dust jacket 
for the book and include a 
personal review of the 
book as well as a blurb. 
(There is no blurb on the 
original) Response- is a 
review or a personal 
response 

 Choose a poetry style 
and write a poem about a 
character from the 
book.(Consider Acrostic) 

 Create your own ‘UFO’ 
magazine front cover. 
Information report 
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Australia’s history of UFO sightings 

Links 

 http://www.ufoevidence.org/topics/australia.htm 

 http://www.mysticaluniverse.com/ufos_aliens/ufosightings/australia/australia.ht
ml 

 http://www.theozfiles.com/ 

 More info: visit www.ufosociety.com.au. 
 

 
 

 http://www.wycliffe.com.au/ufo/index.htm 

 http://www.ufor.asn.au/ 

 http://www.uforq.asn.au/  
 

The Mysterious Valentich UFO encounter 

The Valentich Disappearance occurred on 21 October 1978, when 20-year-old Frederick 
Valentich disappeared while piloting a small Cessna 182 aircraft over Bass Strait to King 
Island (Tasmania) after reporting a strange craft flying nearby. The disappearance 
generated significant press attention, both throughout Australia and internationally. No 
trace of Valentich or his Cessna has been found, and his description of a large, unusual 
object has earned his vanishing a place in UFO lore. A Department of Transport aircraft 
accident investigation concluded the reason for the disappearance could not be determined. 

Read more: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Valentich_Disappearance 

http://www.ufoevidence.org/topics/australia.htm
http://www.mysticaluniverse.com/ufos_aliens/ufosightings/australia/australia.html
http://www.mysticaluniverse.com/ufos_aliens/ufosightings/australia/australia.html
http://www.theozfiles.com/
http://www.ufosociety.com.au/
http://www.wycliffe.com.au/ufo/index.htm
http://www.ufor.asn.au/
http://www.uforq.asn.au/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cessna_182
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bass_Strait
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/King_Island_(Tasmania)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/King_Island_(Tasmania)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Valentich_Disappearance
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Write your own newspaper story about the discovery of a 
mysterious body in the outback 

Don’t forget to answer 

 who – was found (Do the police know who it is? if so how? 

 what – what condition was the body in (Had it been there for a 
long time? was it just a skeleton? Did it have any identification 
on it? 

 when – When was it found? In what circumstances was the 
body it found (Did someone stumble on it? Was it discovered 
by animals? had people been searching for it?) 

 why – Was their signs of violence or was it an accident? If it’s 
murder do the police have any suspicions about how it was 
done and who did it? If it’s an accident how did it happen? 

 Where – Where was the body found? 
In your newspaper story 

Include a detail description of where the body was found, what 
condition it was in, who found it and who has been looking for it 
(family, friends) 
Include a masthead for your paper (name of your paper, date, price) 
and also a headline  

 

OR 

Create your own Australian outback mystery. 

Create a police file detailing the crime and the events leading up to 
its solution. 

Create your own exhibits and crime scene photos (using the digital 
camera) to add to your file on the case. Give it a suitable name (ie 
The Mystery of.... or The Case of.....) 

You will need to plan your story first before beginning to create your 
file. Try to make it a real whodunnit 
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Australia’s most famous ‘outback’ mystery writer 

 Arthur W. Upfield 

Arthur William Upfield is well known as the creator of Detective Inspector Napoleon 
Bonaparte (Bony) of the Queensland Police who appears in 29 novels, most set in outback 
Australia.  

Upfield was born into a family of drapers on 1 September 1890 in Hampshire, England. An 
avid reader of boys' adventure magazines that were popular at the time, he did not do well 
at school. Apprenticed aged 16 to a real estate agent and surveyor, he was more interested 
in writing novels and other, more daring, escapades. He once claimed his father sent him to 
Australia in despair, saying: “It is so far away that you will never save enough money to 
return", but it is more likely he wanted to go. 

Arriving in Adelaide in 1911, Upfield soon went to the outback where he worked as offsider 
to a mule team driver, fence builder and boundary rider, opal digger and drover, to mention 
just a few. He quickly developed an attachment to the outback that laid the foundations for 
the rest of his life.  

On the outbreak of World War I in 1914 he joined the Australian Imperial Forces and served 
in Egypt, Gallipoli, England and France. In 1915 he married Ann Douglass, an Australian 
Army nurse, in Cairo, and a son was born in England in 1920. They returned to Australia in 
1921 and Upfield "went bush" again soon afterwards. 

In the early 20s he was encouraged to "have a go" at becoming a professional writer. After 
four novels and several articles were published, he left the bush in 1931 to live in Perth with 
his family and write full time. 

With the help of workmates while working on the No 1 Rabbit Proof Fence in Western 
Australia, Upfield developed a method of disposing of a body for his second Bony novel, The 
Sands of Windee. One "mate", Snowy Rowles, adopted that method when committing at 
least two murders in 1929, and Upfield gave evidence at Rowles' trial in Perth in 1932. 
(Refer to the book and DVD dramatisation;  Murder on the Rabbit Proof Fence for more 
details.) 

Upfield joined The Herald newspaper in Melbourne in 1933, but was retrenched and 
returned to freelance writing the following year. Over the next five years his output of 
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articles and short stories was prolific as he struggled to make a living. The only novels he 
wrote during that time and later were Bony stories - many were serialised in journals as well 
as published as books.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

When World War II began in 1939 he joined Military Intelligence as a censor. He resumed 
writing in 1944, producing about one novel a year. 

Some Bony novels, previously published only in the UK and Australia, were sent to a US 
publisher in 1943. They proved very popular and most of the Bony novels were published 
there within a short time, as were those he wrote later. The extra sales allowed Upfield to 
live comfortably from writing Bony novels for the rest of his life. 

In 1946 he left Anne to live with Jessica Hawke, until his death in 1964. They both settled in 
Bermagui on the south coast of New South Wales in 1954 where Upfield indulged his 
favourite pastime of swordfishing, and finally to Bowral just south of Sydney in 1957. 

Upfield spent several months each year wandering around the outback until poor health 
prevented it. In 1948, he led a National Geographic Society expedition to Wolf Creek Crater 
in the Kimberley region of Western Australia, which he later used as the setting for The Will 
of the Tribe. 

A feature of all Upfield's writings is firsthand knowledge of the locations, both real and 
imaginary, together with highly evocative descriptions of the landscapes. For example, 
Death of a Swagman takes place around the Darling River in New South Wales where he 

 
Snowy Rowles and James Ryan's car. (photograph by Arthur Upfield) 
Rowles was convicted of the murder of James Ryan. He disposed of Ryan's body using 
methods similar to those of a murderer in Upfield's 1931 novel The Sands of Windee. 
Source: National Library of Australia 

https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/1/17/SnowyRowles.jpg
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spent the most time in the bush; The New Shoe was set in Airey's Point; and Bermagui was 
the location for The Mystery of Swordfish Reef. 

Upfield is now recognised as an important Australian writer of mystery stories. But his books 
were never critically acclaimed here during his lifetime, despite their popularity in the UK 
and the US.  

The Cake in the Hatbox was a runner-up for the 1956 Gold Dagger award from The Crime 
Writers Association of Great Britain. The Bushman Who Came Back was awarded the 1957 
Book of the Year by Ellery Queen Mystery Magazine, and was nominated for the 1958 Edgar 
Award from the Mystery Writers Guild of America. Upfield was the first non-American 
admitted to the Guild.  

Over the years his books have been translated into many languages, read over radio, and 
transformed into radio plays and television series.  

Follow My Dust by Jessica Hawke is Upfield's official biography, but there is a strong 
suspicion that he partly wrote it. Some aspects of his life, such as his marriage and army 
experiences, are barely mentioned; and there are significant discrepancies with an earlier 
unpublished autobiography. 

It's generally agreed that his best novel is Death of a Lake in which the solution to the 
mystery is revealed when a lake dries up. Upfield himself considered Gripped by Drought to 
be one of his best. Used copies of all Bony novels are still readily available in second hand 
book stores. 

The Beach of Atonement has recently been republished  

      

http://arthurupfield.com/main/page_whats_new.html (official Upfield site) 

 

 

http://arthurupfield.com/main/page_whats_new.html
http://www.quaggabooks.co.uk/upfield/bony/53-venom.shtml
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Other sites of interest 

The Unofficial Arthur W Upfield and Inspector Napoleon Bonaparte Homepage 
(http://homepage.mac.com/klock/upfield/upfield.html). 
Bony - Arthur W Upfield’s Australian Detective (www.quaggabooks.co.uk/upfield/). 
Famous Folk Forum: Arthur W Upfield (http://heenan73.proboards29.com/). 
Classic Australian Television: Boney (http://www.classicaustraliantv.com/Boney.htm).  
Radio National Books and Writing: The Arthur Upfield Mystery - Bony 
(http://www.abc.net.au/rn/arts/bwriting/stories/s550978.htm). 
Australian Natural History: Human ecology context for the "Bony" mysteries by Arthur 
William Upfield 
(http://nicholnl.wcp.muohio.edu/DingosBreakfastClub/Australia/UpfieldMysteries.html). 
Upfield’s favourite book. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://homepage.mac.com/klock/upfield/upfield.html
http://www.quaggabooks.co.uk/upfield/
http://heenan73.proboards29.com/
http://www.classicaustraliantv.com/Boney.htm
http://www.abc.net.au/rn/arts/bwriting/stories/s550978.htm
http://nicholnl.wcp.muohio.edu/DingosBreakfastClub/Australia/UpfieldMysteries.html
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Letter to the author from Michael Panckridge 
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Australian Rural Scenes                             (Photographs to use) 

Images feature: country roads and paddocks, old shops and towns, a creek, lake and 
wetlands, country fire brigade shed, old post box, cattle in a paddock and an old school  
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https://lh3.googleusercontent.com/-wfgNqCSDHzQ/V1ph8uI33KI/AAAAAAAAMek/BBseswoutBU/s640/blogger-image--1989091361.jpg
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https://lh3.googleusercontent.com/-FrGy1QsAhKc/V1ABNvEig9I/AAAAAAAAMWY/w0klv-gacps/s640/blogger-image-257497895.jpg
https://lh3.googleusercontent.com/-kHHaY6rfBqU/V01LhmAXowI/AAAAAAAAMTI/I-VpMRyaq2M/s640/blogger-image--1441751819.jpg
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https://lh3.googleusercontent.com/-QB1j6QvusR0/V0vqTDhmjGI/AAAAAAAAMSM/ubZgc5jOb-k/s640/blogger-image--908549255.jpg
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https://lh3.googleusercontent.com/-HqJV-lyUDHs/VqB_Z9om8WI/AAAAAAAAKOo/XUkNd-raKGw/s640/blogger-image--1343657250.jpg
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https://lh3.googleusercontent.com/-9wXsFd2_8gk/VqaYrMFiRdI/AAAAAAAAKTw/D96rrhQm3og/s640/blogger-image-1623192684.jpg
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2016 All rights reserved. This product is bound by copyright laws. 
Redistributing, editing, selling, or posting this item (or any part 
thereof) on the Internet are all strictly prohibited without first 
gaining permission from the author. This product can be located by 
doing a Google search if placed on websites without permission from 
the author. Violations are subject to the penalties of the Digital 
Millennium Copyright Act. Please contact the author if you wish to 
be granted special permissions. 
 
 

 
 


